VH.   GERMAN OUTPOSTS FALL

F.

ROM November 8, '42, to June 6, *44, about nineteen months,
the United Nations carried on preliminary offensives. In the Medi-
terranean during this phase the Axis was driven from North Africa,
the islands of Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica, and from the southern
Italian mainland including the city of Rome. The legitimate gov-
ernment of Italy first surrendered, then declared war against Ger-
many. In what had been the Soviet Union before the present war
the Red Army not only recovered nearly all the German conquests,
but also crossed what had been the Polish and Rumanian frontiers.
In the Pacific the Japanese lost most but not all of their advanced
positions northeast of Australia.

As we saw at the end of the last chapter, about a fortnight before
the Anglo-American landings in French North Africa the British
in Egypt went over to the attack at El Alamein under cover of a
heavy barrage. Indeed, that barrage, for the first time in the present
war, was comparable to those of 1916-18. To some extent, at least,
like the Allies in the last great conflict, Montgomery, the new Brit-
ish commander, began by throwing at his opponents a vast weight
of metaL He made a breach in the Axis line, then, returning to the
methods of lightning war, sent forward his armor to achieve a de-
cision. Fortune favored him here, for while Rommel, who hap-
pened at the moment to be visiting Berlin, was away the German,
deputy commander had scattered the Axis armor instead of keep-
ing it massed. Consequently, although the absent leader hastily re-
turned by pkne, his coming found his army ahready defeated. He
counterattacked with such armor as he had left, but his blow lacked
weight. At best, he could only retreat rapidly in order to prevent
defeat from becoming total disaster. Abandoning most of his Ital-
ian infantry, the bulk of his force, to the victors, he was approach-
ing the western desert border of Egypt when word came of tiie new
United Nations landings far to the west.

For the first few days in Morocco and Algeria the local French
forces resisted the American and English in a series of sharp little
actions which, although the motives of the defenders were con-
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